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comfort.  Be ye lowly and meek and thank God for both
one and the other/
On a time, before this creature went to her prayers to
find out what answer she should give to the widow, she
was commanded in her spirit to bid the widow leave her
confessor, that was, at that time if she would please God,
and go to the anchorite at the Preaching Friars in Lynne
and show him her life.
When this creature gave this message, the widow would
not believe her words, nor her ghostly father either, unless
God should give her the same grace that He gave this
creature, and she charged this creature that she should no
more come to her place.
And because this creature told her that she had to feel
love and affection for her ghostly father, therefore the
widow said it had been good for this creature that her love
and her affection were set as hers was.
Then Our Lord bade this creature write a letter and send
it her. A master of divinity wrote a letter at her request and
sent it to the widow with these clauses that follow:
One clause was that the widow should never have the
grace that this creature had. Another was that, though
this creature never came into her house, it would please
God right well.
Our Lord soon after said to this creature: 'It were
better for her than all this world, if her love were set
as thine is, and I bid thee go to her ghostly father and
tell him that, as he will not believe thy words, they shall
be parted asunder sooner than he thinketh, and they that
be not of her counsel shall know it ere he does, whether
he will or not. Lol Daughter, here mayest thou see how
hard it is to part a man from his own will"
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